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performances of the play seem to have been determined'
by the fancy taken for the part by Woodward, who,
during nearly thirty years from 1746, acted Parolles ia
whichever of the two theatres he happened to be en-
gaged at and also in his own management at "Dublin.
Mrs Pritchard, who began by being Helena, changed
about 1756 to the Countess, and made it one of her best
and best-liked impersonations. But at this period the
comic elements in the play were given prominence over
the romantic theme; and although Helena was acted by
Miss Macklin, Mrs Palmer, Mrs Mattocks and Miss
Farren, and Bertram by Palmer and Lewes, these parts
were shorn of their poetry in order that more attention
might be paid to Woodward as Parolles and to Yates,
or Shuter, or Edwin as the Clown.

In or about 1794 John Philip Kemble took the play
In hand and made a judicious version of it which brought
it back pretty nearly to the original. At Drury Lane on
December 12, 1794, he produced it, playing Bertram
himself, with King for Parolles, John Bannister for the
Clown, Mrs Powell for the Countess, and Mrs Jordan
for Helena. Even with these players, the comedy cannot
have been well received, for John Kemble did not try
it again; and in 1811 Charles Kemble only got two per-
formances out of it (May 24 and June 22) when he
presented the same version at Covent Garden, with him-
self as Bertram, Fawcettas Parolles, Munden as 'Lefeu/
Blanchard as the Clown, Mrs H. Johnston as Helena
(though from the printed acting edition it seems that that
part had been intended for Sally Booth), and Mrs Weston
as the Countess. We find Mrs Weston 'every thing that
could be wished' in the same part at Bath in May, 1821,
when the play had the good fortune to reach a third
performance. But all readers of it will share the sur-
prise of Professor Qdell (Shakespeare from Betterton to
Irving, ii. 146) at discovering that on October 12, 1832,
JtlFs Well that Ends Well was given at Covent Garden